A Magyar Demokrata Férum 1988. februdr-mdrciusban /angol nyelvi
tanulményt készitett a romdniai magyarsdg helyzetér@l. A tanulminyt,
amelyhez rovid - ugyancsak angol nyelvi - ismepfetdt készitettek a
Férum megalakuldsdrél és tevékenységértl,
szdnték.

ulfoldi terjesztésre

A dokumentum részletesen ismerteti a romdniai magyarsdg térténetét és
Jelenlegi helyzetét. Megdllapitja, gy egy egész népcsoport meg-
fosztdsa nyelvéttl, kultirdjétél és/torténelmi hagyoményaitél, egyenld
sével. Magyarorszdg érzékenysége és
, mivel a hatdr mindkét oldaldn é16
rtoznak, kizios a torténelmiik, kultidrdjuk,
., S csalddi, bardati kotelékek csak még
oztik 1évdé kapcsolatokat. A romdn kormdny
kisebbség-ellenes litikdja fesziiltségeket teremtett a magyar-romén
bilaterdlis kapcgblatokban, ami felmérhetetlen kdrokat okoz mindkét
tinens békéjét és biztonsdgdt is veszélyezteti.

az alapvetd emberi jogok megs
felelfssége a kérdésben na
magyarok egyaznn'nemzethez
nemzeti hagyomdnyaik s
szorosabbd flzik a

népnek, sot a
Mellékelfen megkiildjik a két angol nyelv( dokumentum mdsolatat.
/K dokumentumok rf£;u4ﬂ
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Megjegyzés: A -opvég dnkumentumbhl a 30. és p 36. aldaﬁﬁélényzik.

Melléklet: A lap
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Dear Sir/Madam,

The Hungarian Democratic Forum was formed in the autumn of 1987. Al ils
meelings intcllectvals and members of other social groups. discuss speeific, current
problems concern ng Hungary and Hungarian socicly, piving exprossion to  their
independent, perseaal opinions. Following the exchange of views, the participants vsually
agree on a collective standpoint and draw up a set of recommendations. These are then
presented (o the relevant Hungarian institutions and to thie general public,

On the 6L of March, 1988, the Forum mel o discuss, for the first time in s
history, an issuc of forcign policy, but onc that affécts the Hungarian nation closely and
directly, viz, the detcriorating situation of cthaic Hungarians who live in the neighbourin:
state of Rumania. This was also the first time that thel Forum deeided to address the
international community, oo, and to requestitsisuppo:t for the Hungarians and other
minorily groups in Rumania. Dramatic developments have prompied the Hungarian
Demoeratic Forum (o take this step.

The policics pursued by Rumania Hagramly disrepard the human and civil rights of
all the citizens, bu' they have created an especially grave situation for the ethnic and

[

religions minorities within the country. In addition to the deprivations elfecting cvery
the diseriminatory and forcelully. assimilationist policy of un exceedingly nation:

government is particularly harmful to the mintrilies, Rumania is carcying out a pulicy of
cultural genocide, #nd since the beginning of the 1980% its mcthods have become mere

open and increasinaly cvident: ‘This policy is dirccted primarily at the more than
millicn individuals comprising the Hungacian minotity. A lLirge Eurcpean conimunit
which is known Lo have livedidniits homelund [or moce than a thousand years, is now |

the untenable alternative of tawilling emigration bordering upon cxpuisiovn or foreo:d

assimilation. Due bothte its size and its strong national consciousncss the members of ¢
community are neither able nor willing to de cither. Instead, they wish 9 remain in thei
rative land as Flunsarians and to exercise their individual and colleative rights, in
cquality with cther individuals and communitics,

The forceli ! deprivation of the language, culture, and historical tradilions f 1n

eatire people is @ violation of basie huniaa tights. In the case of the Huagarian mingrity in
Rumania the sensilivity and concern of Hungary is understaedably great, since, in o
historical and cultural sense, Hungarians living on cither side of the border belong to nng
nation; possess a common history-as well as identical traditions and valucs, reinforeed b
natural tes of lamily and friendship that bind them logether.

The ‘anti-m nority pelicy of the Rumanian government has created enormous
tensions, bolli inside the country and in Roumanian-Hungarian bilateral relations, which
have done immeastrable harm to the interests of both peoples. Together with other
political issues they ‘hreaten the peace and sceurity of an entive region, or even that of 2
whole continent, Consequently, checking the worsening of this situtation is not only in the
interest of a minority, whose national existence is in danger, but it is also 4 task that vieally
conceenis both Hungarians and Rumanians, and the breader inlernational communily, Lo,
Onemust bear in-mind that the cultural harassment and annihilation of tic Hungcians ol
Rumania is a deliberate lrampling under foot of everything which has been amassed Gver
centurics in universal human values. In such a case responsibility eests with mankind ag o
whole, and, as the (ragic examples of the 20th century show, it canact be declined by
referring Lo the interial competency of the stale concerned.
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The Hunsarian minority in Rumania is a completely defenceless peeple, who arc

in no way, shape and form masters of their own fate. Their only hope lies in help from
cxternal sources: from (he state of Hungary, [rom Hungarian society, and from all
democratic forces, whether social, governmental or intellectual, whe are ready aad able to
take action on their behalf

The enclcscd report was prepared by Hungarian scholars and wrilers who are

considered to be 1 eliable authorities on Rumanian ethnie minority issues. For practical
reasous the report lidgs been drawn up in two versions, The enclosed shdrter one is a kind
of summary, and there is 4 longer version which includes primiry docunients like the mos
important decrees legal regulations alfecting the Hungarian minerity, and also 1 list of
sources, both unjublished and published. Both' versions aim at providing factual
information te all vho do oot want to remain indifferent when basic human and eivil rights
and the cultural weatity of a whole people are being violated, whether in Europe or iy
other parts of the world; when people are discriminated. against oi (he basis of Lhic
language, traditions. and national origin; and‘when deliberdie and coneerted efforts o
being made to fan t!e fames of prejudice and national intolerance,

The Huneaan Democratic Forgm fequests the sgmpathy and active suppart ol

wternational public opinion in the delence of democeratic ideals and the protection of ;
groupwhose very ex stence has become seriously endangered.

The orwanizers of the Hangariun Demoeratic Forum,
the following ws iters, sehoiars and prolessors;

Zoltdn Biro Déaes Csengoy Séndor Csoéri
{stviin Csugk, Gyula Fekete Lajos Fiir
Rudolf Jag “saba Qy. Kiss Sdndor Lezsik

Budapese, 75 April 1983,
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